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LETTERS TO
The response o the feature article i our
. March izsue has been overwhelming, L have ‘
-k received close to 100 emails regarding the |
; : Vatican vs. the Vikings article, and neatly all !
of the letters expressed positive feedback |
and solubions to the harse slaughter
debacle, IF vou missed this groundbeeaking
o article, go to our website and click on the
7 cover that has the horse world talking!
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Hi Geodt,

Ljust wanted to congratulate you for addressing the horse slaughter
issuc head-en'. We need Lo face the realitics of why Americans feel as
they de about horses and that perhaps our emational response is nol in
the best interest of horses over-all,

The money being spent o ban slaughter of horses in America would
bz 5o rach better spent to ensure the relative comiort of those animals
as they are shipped, that the animals are kept only for a limited time in
stesck yardds and that they are fod and watered adequately while they are
there. And, finally that their lives are prompily and humanely ended
wilh minimal fear and pain. -

Kudos to Tomn Moates for a imely article that does not embrace fhe
thetoric that & w0 popular In these debates; but rather presents the facts
and history of this issue inoa way that encourages open-roinded
comsiderabion of what would happen in a perfect world and what
woutld be the best that we can do in the real world.

Brenda Thoma
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Thear Geoff,

ldon't mive out magasine awards, nor do | know if you're interested
in such things. Bul what T do know is that when T lack at the visual
flesam of the national horse magazines, [ realize that Horse Connection
15 ok only the industry leader in terms of editordal content, but without
acloubt the shirine example of artistic excellence in an otherwise dreary
world filled with predictable people, bating events and paddock potato
horses.

S0 weell done, vou and the Lorse Connection team, for having taken
a story of immense historical and cultural importance, and not only
treated it with the respect that il deserved, but made it one hundred
times strnger by the addition of these fantastic images and this
inspinng lavout.

Kind regards,
CuChullaine O Reilly
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Hi Genft,

Very interesting read, We've actually boen pointing
aut for wears that Pope Gregory  forbade the
consumption of horsemeat, so 1'd be very interested to
knewe if vou ever reccive a rosponse [rom the Vatican.
[taly is by far the largest horsemeal-consuming nation
in the world!

As far as the claim that horsermneat is “healthy,” wall,
[ suppose that would depend upen whore the
horsemest mriginated, US horserneat most corlainly is
MO a healthy choice, As yvou well know, US horses
are: nob raised or medicated as an animal intended for
human censumplion. T certaindy wouldn't want to be
the vne chomping down on a horse-steak cut from one
of aur US racehorses loaded up on bute, lasiy, steroids,
clenbuters], and gocdness knows what else! It has
abways boggled mv mind how our US1A can sunply
slap their stamp of approval on this meal, lonowing full
well that it is NOT safe for people to consume, Guess
thal savs a greal deal about how concerned LIS is
about food safely. Scare

Thank vou so very nwch for vour continued
courage in keeping the discussion of this issue ongoing
in the Herse Connection!

[ing regards,

Cail \-’au;:-a

Mingis Coordinator

Mational Horse Proteciion Coalition



To IIC,

T henestly belicve thal unlil breeders {prefessional
and backyard breeders alike) take respunsibility for the
foals they produce, thete won't be a whaole lot of zond
news forhorses i general. The best ol the brecds will
still be high priced and valued; all other herses are
sibjact to our throwaway, sociefy, Lwvould love & see
money setaside toassist pelding colts and incentives to

“equine vedsto alfer law cost culhanasia and a'low-cost
solution to burying /cremating a 1000-peund enimal.
If we are pomng to reeulate the horse industry; these are
ways to curh the overpopulation and assist culling of
haorses without the teveor of the slaughterhouse.

Donna Tayloy
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Greetings,

T commend. your publicafion for theinvitation to
diale om the topie of horse slanghter

1 hiave stuctied this issue for 15 vears, and | believe
that 1 understand. both sides, so I would like 1o
comibribute these thoughts:

I' think that we can all sgree that schether
Ammericans want it or not, change in the American way
of life Jeams largeonc the horizon. Wilness the price of
fuel, which is skyrockefing and causing our way of life
o change for better o worse, It will no o longer be
feasible 1o overbrecd Thoroughbrads for racing ar
oeer-breed Chuarter horses. The issue of over-broeding
is significant for those against slaghter: many vant
and rave azainst this. [orses have been and. remain
over-bred. 1tisa fact

Harse slaughter provided  many  breeders,
‘professional «or back-yard, with® an. oppurtunity o
make 4 dollar on oan anomal nodonger swanted ar
needed, but not anyg longer: Alllaone had to do was
drap the animal off at the “killer huyer.

This has changed. Tt is not and will never be again
economically feasible to breed srade horses any longer

4 &J'l_'i}' Wl j-".

Besides, taking. responsibility for herses. bred is
just a good idea if you ask me, I voucan'tfind & home
forthe anamal, don't Brecd it If the horse i sick or
has broken a limb, calla set and have the aninal
cuthanized,  OF course, this svill cost but: horses
never were @ paor o kewer niddleclass man's
bbby arvyweay,

Thiamd: vona
All the best
Sharon Janas

Good afeernoon Seaff,

Yowrasked for posibive inpul concorning horse slaughtor. T will nol
pretend that Imnet anf-slaughter bat D will be positive. Let's start here:

“Wlamy: hawe forgotten this fruth, bt youw must not forzet 1t You
remain responsible, forever, for what vou have tamed." — Antoine de
Saint-Exupery

¥inn ask why the two sides haveto be so polarized. Thete is your
answer, The anti-slanghter forces are sty talking aboubnot wanting
PETS b be: killed. There is no morally defensible position that can say
that horses are pebs but thak we ean eat some of them. So you end up
with o polarized i2sue where one 2ide calls them pets and the other side
must avoid giving them that status.

You sk the question “why nol allow herse's badies, afler they die,
to go to the greater pood and provide nourishment for these peaple thal
care f0 eabthem.” L Know you asked for positive nput but yvou cannot
malke a stalement ke that and not expect fo be talen to fask for it First,
your use of the termn "the grealer goed " makes me wanbio vomit. Thers
1smio such thing. Most atrocities in huomean histery have the words "the
greater gord” attached to them, Second, vou have ignored the main
question of the debate: We are nol talking about whether or not it's QK
to eat horses; we are talking about whether ornot it’s OK Lo cal pels.

Inhaimnane treatmnent of "unwanted horses” should be the reasen for
the individual respansible o be "perp” walked before a judge and have
the beok throssme ab themn, It should not be ased as an oxouse for
slanghterhouses. [f this were the case then the US should just start
shiprping all of those "unwanted doss” straight fo China, Would: vou
like to place.a wager anshen that sdill happen®

T believe the solution to this issuc is Io instilitea systen that
distinguishes "pet” horses from Vlivestock” horses. The system could
use lip tattoos like those wsed by thoroughbred and warmblood
broeders and this would make the pel horses casy to distinguish during
brand inspections. Onoe a horse is identilied as a pet horse afler sale (o
an individual owner that horse canniof be sold as lvestock and cannot
be senttoslaughter for huwman consumption.

The end esult of such a svsterm would probably be high prices for
pethorses becanse he individual owner would be responsible for the
horse. through ifs nahwal fe which' extends bevond most horses
"useful” Tives, Instead of just etting rid of a horse after vouw can no
longer ride i, owwners wrould bedomed w0 take eare of the horse. Just as
wikh dug:.; and cats, backyard breeding seould be highly discouraged
ancd even professional breeders wonld have to be careful with Heir
breeding programs.

s Litme for humans b start holding up their end. of the deal and
freat horses, with whom they have interacted for vears, with the love
ancd effort the horses have given us,

John West
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