This fascinating article, based upon Long Rider research and observations, was written by the international
equestrian investigative reporter, Tom Moates, and appears here courtesy of our editorial comrades at Eclectic
Horseman magazine. The Eclectic Horseman magazine was founded in 2001 to serve the North American
equestrian community’s need for educational material. The bi-monthly publication is eagerly anticipated by a
dedicated and diverse group of readers, all of whom exhibit an intense interest in reading fact-based articles
from leading equestrian writers. For more information about the Eclectic Horseman magazine, visit their website:
http://www.eclectic-horseman.com/

Global Horsemanship

Pack Saddles and Sudaderos

l[illl:u'|1llr!' I.']!-il.' |'|.'T.||'l|.'|
ed being in o remaote Hmong
village asa bocal eouple came
alomg the ail with a spowt
native pony  heavily laden
with supplics lastened 10 a
pack saddle that was not tied
in il.l'l}' ‘|"¢'|I.':|' o ||.'|':' |1(\Nf" I'l:| a

Jaremy James

girth, Pl say they were nuts, But, et me incmoduce vou tooone of
||'|'.- fratied | J'i.rl':ﬂ\'ll'l.lj_"\.'ill':lll:' iH'III Ill.':'ﬂ'l.llh‘ll.' I.'ill.l':"ﬁlrlill'l L':'cr.!L"\-n'r‘. ||E
all time

feremy James rode 15300 miles from Turkey 1o Wales, and
then 1200 miles from Buolgaria to ‘Wales in the 19805, He has
written numerous books, including Saddletramp and Vagabond
about those jowrneys, as well as The Byerley Jurk {an unbelievable
history of the first foundation sire of the Theroughbred lined,
aned Dkt of Homowr - The Story of the Intersational Leagee Jor - the
Prinecrion of Horses. His equestrian knowledge i encyclopedic.

A founding member of The Long Kuders' Guild (LRG. the
worlds firsc mternational assoclavion of equestirian explarers,
www thelongridersguild com), CuChullaine (FReilly admiis
eremy is towally charming, witty, and knows more abow
horses, on a global scale than anyone we have ever met. He has
crossed Africa with a native camel caravan, ridden horses in a
hiost of countries, and had seen more eguesirian cultures than
most people know exise.”

Jeremy ser utinized the oneoning travelers, walked over oul
ol curiosity, then stayed 1w examine the rigging {or rather, lack
thereol] when he realized he wasn't imagining things. It was
tree. Mo double cinches, spider-webbing of ropes, or intricate
array of knois. i was a sysiem, very likely, completely unfamiliar
10 the entire Western workd

This pack saddle sai low dowm along the rik cape of the
hioese, with a hi;h riding breast |1|.:|I!i.'. There were, however, no
cinch or knots whatever. The crouper had been constructed with
wseries of leather discs strung wogether acting as “rollers” ander

by Tom Moates

1 the date 19905 feremy fomes venbwred fndo the northern mountains of Yiet
In.'\'um The Welshiman was on a mission for that countiyk government to

stucly the mative horses and make an official report back on thelr overall welfare.

¢ During this mission he found, quite by accident, a most curious equestrian inven-

tiom — a girthless pach saddle,
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[he Himong, horse, as 0 teened ool was carmying a very
heavy and unstable lead of water, Yer, alter stepping, the couple
first lifted off the water casks and then simply removed the pack
sacddle by lifting it with case off the horses hack

“Though Jercmy was the lirst Westerner in mnodern times
o recopnize the anique qualities of this pack saddle sysiem.”
CuChullain O Reilly explains after the LRG became aware of the
finding, “we eventually found other Long Riders in the 19th con-
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miry had alse encountered this unigque Oriental sysiem, While
still unsure exactly where in the Orient it originated, The Guild
was able to find episodes of Long Riders in Viet Nam, China and
Burma whio also used this system.”

The German Long Rider, Otto Ehlers, as it turns out, louwnd
this style of saddle in the monntains of Burma. 1t was around
the year 1890,

“Yer,” CuChullaine shares another example, “the most
detailed account was recorded by the Enplish Long Rider. Henry
Savage Landor, whe in the 18805 had been the first foreigner
to ever ride around the northern Japanese island of Hollaido.
Landor recorded this sketch of the pack saddle used by these
remote Japanese horsemen, complete with a detailed drawing
of the friction-free crouper.”

“Mor wias this the only time The Long Riders” Guild discov-
ered that orher equestrian cultures had stumbled upon answers
to perplexing equestrian puzzles,” he says.

When Australian Long Rider Tim Cope was halbway
through his & 000-mile solo journey [rom Moengolia to Hungary,
following the rowte of Genghis Khan's mounted army, this young
equestrian explorer discovered that mounted descendants of the
Mongel general living in Kazakhstan were sl using the same
type of horsehair saddle pad invemied by their warror fore
fathers.

This unique, soft horsehair saddbe blanker absorbs sweal,
doesnt gall the horse, and is completely matural. Cope sem the
phote o LRG headguariers and shared his intriguing finding,
It seemed Lo be one of a kind, and from an ancient and remote
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land, 1t seemed 1o be unigue.

“Imagine our surprise,” CuChullaine exclaims. “when an
email came in from a resident of Arizona, This fellow had read
ahout Tims discovery and written i to say that the Mexican
vagqueros had perfected the same horse hair svstem! Called the
sucladero, it appeared 1o march the Central Asian saddle pad.”

But the last piece of this Long Rider puzzle lell into place
when this previoushy unknewn Arizona resident informed the
LRG that not anly does the sudaders work, but that one of the
mest important North American Long Riders had used one dur-
img the course of her historic ride. It was (e,

When Mary Ellen Eckleberg set oot from Canada in 1976,
devermined 1o follow rhe Mississippi from its headwaters 1o the
Gull of Mexico—and back—she had used a sudadero.

“When we telephoned Mary Ellen,” CuChullaine savs,
“she conlirmed this, saving that her saddle had been handmade
in Arizona by the noted Jack Coreol amd that the old saddle
maker had sworn that the best saddle pad she could use was
a sidadero from across the border. Three thousand miles, and
ome historte jourmey later, she proved he was right.”

Those of us long enthusiastic about the non-glossy, grow-
ing-cncyelopedia (note the 3-ring binder holes pre-punched in
the spine of each issue) approach of Colectic Horseman likely
remember s mission statement as set forth by the editor
“_.to bring just what works” information o a knowledge-hun-
gry public..and create and present bdeas and wechnigues tha
work with and edocate humans about the nature of the horse.”

With that in mind, it is a pleasure 1o report these findings
from The Leng Riders' Guild. The girihlesS peck saddle and
horsehair saddle blankets not only fall into the practical cate-
gory of “just what works,™ they transcend that. These examples
prove, as CuChullaine O'Reilly pointed our recently, “thal none
of us have all the answers, and that other equestrian cultures
pussess ancient equestman wisdoms that have worleed for gen-
erations, ver we have never heard of them.”
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