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The Year America Stopped

A Scourge Just Happened

a1
. Perisha

pmi e Tkt
&‘i»‘?’::.ﬁm?
o “:‘*t.{ <

4:3”25‘55'@

éa@fﬁ

:
= G

PR 3
S

]
i

By Tom Moates

The r:qu[m: influensa that occurted seven
vers afier the end of the Civil War in a short
titee crippled most of the horses ln the entire
country. It caused che greatese disruprion to the
Unices States’ mransportation system in history,
The massive and significant episode strangely
cnough faded from the American memory as
the natiaon c}mrg\:{] into e leLI't'J]Eum deiven
inclustrial age and & new cenuy just a few de-
[:.'i(]ts ]altr.

The Great Epizootic only recendy was ro-
discovered. Bob %hice, Curararial Assisrant of
the Cody Firearms Muascum (parr of the Buf-
falo Bill Iiscorical Cenrer in Cody, Whyaming)
found obscure references to the event in old
texrs about che Apache wirs. He then worked
in tandlern with researchers from the Long Rid-
ers’ Guill Academic Foundadon (LRGAEoup)
o uncover more. Soon, the team found a'Texan
with mere personal lanowledae aboue the Great
Epizootic of 1872 than anyone clse --Dallas na-
thve, Brigadier General Dr Tom G, Mumane,
U, 5. Army retired, DM, ACY Diplomnate in
Preventative hMedicing, farmer Chiel of 17, 5.
Army Vererinary Corp, graduae of Texas A &
M University College of Velerinary Medicine
(class of 1947}, and member of the American
Vetetinary Medical Hisrary Society.
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D Murnane hid some general knowledpe
of the Grear Epizaotic. His ewn work help-
ing with the containment and eradication of
the Venezuelan Equine Uncephalits cpizootic
in Texas in 1971 was cleatly documented and
knewn 1o the LRGAE Dr. Murnane’s research
cffarts o help uncover more about the Greast
Ep'[;motic of 1872 soon led o the discm-ery ol
one of veterinary medicine most extraordinary
documents: the section ol Repart of the Commis-
séorer of Agricedire for the Year 1872, enticled,
“Inlluenza in Horses,” by D, James Law,

In an ceric hisworical twist, within weeks of
this rescarch breakehrough, the relevance of
reflecring on the Great Epizootic shocked the
LRGAL researchers and che equestrian world
when, in a strikingly paratlel sicuation, Austra-
lia, and then Mew Zealand, (ell victims during
the past year to just such an eplzoctic of cquine
influenza on their continent.

D Murnane spoke with Yo Horse Talk in
a break from his work prepardng an exeensive
report on the subject of the Great Epizootic of
1872 far the annual mcu:rirag of the American
Veeerinary Medical History Socleny:

TEXAS HORSE TALK: Whar was che
Greal Epiznodic of 1872, exacely?

DR. MURNANE: The influcnza epizootc
of 1872, which exeended well inte 1873, was
the most scvere in torms of morbidity and the
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mast wide sprend, encompassing
wirtually all the staces and territories of

the United States. Indeed, it was the most se-
vete on the North American continent. Canada
was Lnidally alfecred, and maritime and Caib-
bran islands cxpericneed che disease, as well as
Mexico and Ceneral America, "Lhe last reporr of
it cami: out of Nicaragia in Seprember of 1873,
It ran 12 months fram beginning o end.

This was nota new disease as dhere were early
historical accounes and by the 17 centurey, the
diseaze was enderic in Furepe and the British
Isles.

Conditiens in the UL %, were growing in-
creasingly favorable for an acure contagious re-
spiracory illness in the large horse populations
concentrated in the urban areas. Adding 1o his,
e bl s priur trxpr:rirfm:f: with this disease. Tn
this case we had his naive—or virgin—popula-
ticn of horses; they had never been inuaduced
o the dizease belore, and so they were highly
susceprible in the karge oquine populations in
the whan cencers. These horses bad no anti-
bodies, so they were highly susceptible to anin-
IV AFETE W new Lo as Ixr;:qlu[m: e
virus”

And 1872 was a lew years helore the pro-
nounceinent of the germ theory, There were
many mychs promoted o explain the canse of
the discase—for crample: climate conditions,
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owone, e environment in g&ner:a]. ﬁulgi.. and arhers—becanse t}lt}' el
o appreciable knovdedge of the gern theory.

Likevwise, there were a wariery of good and bad palliacive weaimenis.
Cined ones, such as resting, pood Feed, and pood water were often recom-
mended. Bad ones like bleeding, purging, and blistering were also seen at
the timc.

THT: Why was it such a major event?

DR. MURMANE: The U1, 5., like the rese of the world inthe 190 and
sarly 200 cencurias, was literlly a "lorse powersd naton.” Horses were em-
ployed extensively [or transport of people and cargo and induserial power.

Equine influenea is an acute respivatory disease of horsess no other ani-
mals were atfected. The Grear Epizootic began in Canada in lae Sepremnber
or caly October of 1872, and cxrended inco the Derraie, Michigan avea,
and almaost simultancously into Buffale, New York, wich the increducrion
of infected Canadian horses,

Recall hoese mmnsport moved freely and extensively berween Tocals,
wowns, cices, and countries. Infecred horses readily moved the disease o
ather ]lighl}f Sllscepl.il}le horses in stables ar work sites as the disense swEpH
through weban ateas, rransporcation and worldng horses were acely af-
lecred and rendered wnusable uncil recovery weelss or months lacer. Mortal-
iy was low, ranging from less than 1%, w3 or 3%, Although compara-
tively small, che deach of 1,410 arcrbuted o horse flu in Mew York Cigy
in che estimated population of 38372 che rendering and disposition of
substantiadly more circsses than normal was a large logistical issue.

Clities were virtually Emml}-‘zml. Tt s estimiare:d] thar 80 vo 999% of horses
were allecied, Wacking mules underground in mines in Pannsylvania suc-
cumbed 10 the disease six days after the hovses worlking on the surlace were
affeered.

From Ocrober 1872, the discase moved progressively onward o con-
tingent states and even bridged oceans to appear in Halifax, Mova Scoria

Texas Horse Tzlk extends iis
thanks to the Long Riders Guifd Aca-
demic Foundatiaon for its assistance
with this story.

An extensive summary of The
Long Riders Guild Academic Foun-
dation’s material on the ouibreak
can be found here:

http:/fwww.lrgaf org/news%20
stories/epizootic.htm

The LAGAF callection includes a
hitherto "lost” 12th Century gov-
ernmental study documenting the
spread of the disease, a map detzil-
ing irts spread, an interview with D
Murnane, and sssorted historical
documents.
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on Movember 27%, and Flavana, Cuba December 75, 1872 from im-
ported horses,

By Ocrobeor 29, the ddiscase had appeared in Chicago. The epi-
zoouc contmusd ik westward and sourhweestern movement reach-
ing Cralvestom, lexas in November 1872, the Llaho territory in Laws
March 1872 via the overland stage horses, and the northwest Wash-
ingron territory in April, cxeending through June of the vear

The epiznotic ultimarely engulfed the ertire North American con-
tinent over o petiod of § mondhs from Ocwber 1872 o June 1873,
ane exeended ino dexico and Cenoral Ameriea beginning in Feb-
ruary of 1873, continuing threugh adjuining counuies making s
last appearance in Nicaragua in Seprember [873, vicwally a full vear
since irs beginnings.

THT: Could such an equine influenza epizooic again bresk our
in the US.E

DR, MUBNANE: T seriously doube that chere would ever oceur
an epizeotic of this magnitude again in the TLS, or Canada, There
miay arisc Jocalized ourbreaks ac sives where horses are concenerazed
shows, sales, sporting events like roden, and the like. Today we have
reliable cquine influenza vaccines conaining borh swrains o equine
influens vivuses, Maosr official horse funcions mandate waccinarion
of all enrries.

Serict isolation, quarantine, and ather controllad movemcnes of
horses muse be instivued pr-:ump:]}; on amy presumptive diagnosis,
and rigidly exrended with confirmacory laboraery diagnosis, Anei-
biotics are useful for sccondary bacreriological infections, bur of oo
walug For aearment of the vinl inlection,

Anti-viral deugs mey have a place in praphylisis or teacment of
the disease. They are very expensive ar present.

THT: Whart similarities were there in che Grear Epizoatic of 1572
and the Bquine influciza gpizootic thar just wrapped up in Aoscalia
and New Zealand?

DI MURNANE: [ thinle the similariey was in boeh continenes
naive [virging horse populstions exisred thar were highly susceprible.
Meither populations of hores wene inherently immune, so the epi-
#otics cecurred,

In Australia, chey were able to allecr quamancine measures, Tn-
Fected hotsey carme to 2 relarively small number, nou like the hundreds
of thousands in the U.S. in 1872

These situarions were irmunelogically similar, but the concena-
tion was very different. Suscepribiling was similar in both cases.

THT: Please explain the significance of Th Law's repore chat was
recently uncovered during your research of the Grear Epiaoonic.

YR, MURNANE: The document was THE seminad and compre-
lsengive repore of the Great Epivootic of [872,

[ fele there bad to be a repore somewhere. Inomy other wexrs, chis
repore was referenced, 1was able ro provide a librasien ar Texas A &
M University some informarion on it and she found ir

D James Law's reporc 1o the Commissioner of Apriculture was
the mose substantive investigative reporc on the 1872 cquine inlluen-
a epizootic i the L5, The 45 page reporc carefully dispelled popular
theories abour causation of a discase and foonsed on the contagion
theory of thar cra.

T helieve ic is the firse epiclemislogical report in veterinary medicine
in the ULS. Tr is my beliel that be is ro be acknowledged as Americas
first veterinary epidemiclepisy,



